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In the canvass which followed, calumny and mis-
representation were for once discarded in favor
of genuine discussion. This new attitude was
largely due to organizations for spreading infor-
mation quite apart from regular party manage-
ment. In this way many able pamphlets were
issued and widely circulated. The Republicans
had ample campaign funds; but though the Demo-
crats were poorly supplied, this deficiency did
not abate the energy of Bryan's campaign. He
traveled over eighteen thousand miles, speaking at
nearly every stopping place to great assemblages.
McKinley on the contrary stayed at home, al-
though he delivered an effective series of speeches
to visiting delegations. The outcome seemed
doubtful, but the intense anxiety which was
prevalent was promptly dispelled when the elec-
tion returns began to arrive. By going over to free
silver the Democrats wrested from the Republicans
all the mining States except California, together
with Kansas and Nebraska, but the electoral votes
which they thus secured were a poor compensation
for losses elsewhere. Such old Democratic strong-
holds as Delaware, Maryland, and West Virginia
gave McKinley substantial majorities, and Ken-
tucky gave him twelve of her thirteen electoral